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October 6, 1905 



Oholera, plague, and smallpox in the Panjah. 

[Inclosure.] 

The report on the sanitary administration of the Punjab shows that 
cholera did not prevail in any severe epidemic form in the province 
during the year, the total mortality amounting to only 716 — that is, 
0.04 per mille of population. There are about 33,000 towns and vil- 
lages in the province, and of these there were only 107 in which deaths 
from cholera were reported. In 10 whole districts not a single death 
was registered, in 12 others the total of deaths did not exceed 70, and 
in the remaining 6 districts the affected area was extremely limited. 
The report, however, throws no light on the causes of this distribution. 
Smallpox, unlike cholera, appears to have kept its ground instead of 
retreating. The deaths attributed to that epidemic during the 3'ear 
under review numbered 9,624, which shows a rate of 0.48 per mille- - 
that is, a little over the mean ratio of the previous five years, though 
0.3 lower than that of 1903. The highest mortality, as is very often 
the case, was registered in the month of May and the lowest in October. 
In a few districts, however, the epidemic declined after reaching its 
maximum in the month of January, notably in the case of Attock. 
As regards seasonal prevalence, plague and smallpox follow a similar 
course. Plague, like smallpox, breaks out on the approach of the cold 
season, increases steadily in the winter, attains its maximum intensity 
by about the same time as or some weeks earlier than smallpox, and 
declines with the commencement of the hot weather. In plague the 
decadence is rapid, while in the case of smallpox it is gradual, but on 
the whole the two epidemics exhibit a curious inclination to march 
hand in hand. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Inspection of vessels— Rejections of emigrants 
recowtmended — Infectious diseases. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Buonocore reports, September 18, as 
follows: 

During the wee& ended September 16, 1905, the following ships were 
inspected at Naples and Palermo: 

NAPLES. 
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